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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1, 8, 11, 12, and 17 are amended, claim 20 is cancelled by Examiner's 
Amendment dated 11/27/2006. Claims 1, 5, 8, 11-13,15 and 17-19 are pending in the 
instant application. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Ned Randle on 11/27/2006. 

In the claims : 

1 . (currently amended) A method of obtaining Social Security disability 

insurance benefits (SSDI) from the Social Security Administration (SSA) for a disabled 

individual, recovering overpaid benefits made by a third party and providing services to 

the disabled individual after obtaining SSDI from the SSA comprising: 

determining if the disabled individual qualifies to receive SSDI; 

obtaining from the disabled individual by a service provider preauthorization for direct 

recovery of the overpaid benefits from a deposit account; 
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filing a claim with the SSA for SSDI on behalf of the disabled individual; 
obtaining SSDI for the disabled individual as a result of the filing of the claim with the 
SSA, said SSDI being directly deposited by the SSA into the deposit account; and 
electronically recovering from the deposit account by use of a computer by the service 
provider a preauthorized, predetermined amount of overpaid benefits previously 
provided to the disabled person by the third party, after the deposit of SSDI by the SSA 
in the deposit account. 

2. (canceled) 

3. (canceled) 

4. (canceled) 

5.. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 further comprising 
providing ancillary financial services to the disabled individual after determining if the 
disabled individual qualifies to receive SSDI, wherein the ancillary financial services 
include financial assistance by extending funds to the claimant for use by the claimant 
before there is an award of SSDI for the disabled individual. 

6. (canceled) 

7. (canceled) 

8. (currently amended) A method of improving the rate of recovery and decreasing 
collection time from a claimant of an overpaid disability insurance benefit after an award 
of SSDI and the claimant's receipt of SSDI payments comprising 

obtaining authorization from the claimant for electronic capture of the overpaid disability 
insurance benefit bv a service provider before the receipt of SSDI payments, 
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establishing direct deposit of SSDI in a deposit account, and then electronically 
capturing fronn the deposit account by use of a computer by the service provider a 
predetermined amount of long-term disability benefits previously provided to the 
disabled person by a third party, wherein the electronic capture is completed after a 
SSDI payment is directly, deposited in the deposit account but before it is removed from 
the deposit account by the disabled individual. 

9. (canceled) 

10. (canceled) 

1 1 . (currently amended) A data processing system for managing a disability 
insurance overpayment recovery service for recovery of an overpaid disability benefit 
from a disabled individual comprising: 

a computer processor for processing data; and 

computer software configured to perform data processing functions comprising: 

a) . determining if the disabled individual qualifies to receive SSDI from the SSA; 

b) . filing a claim with the SSA on behalf of the disabled individual; 

c) . monitoring the progress of the claim for SSDI and receipt of an 
award of SSDI from the SSA; 

d) . calculating an overpaid amount of long-term disability insurance benefits for 
which the disabled individual has authorized withdrawal bva service provider prior to 
receiving a SSDI award; and 

e) . recovering from a deposit account approved by the SSA for direct deposit of 
SSDI benefits by the service provider the calculated overpaid amount of long-term 
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disability benefits previously provided to the disabled person by a third party, after the 
award of SSDI by SSA and receipt of SSDI paynnents. 

12. (currently amended) A method of obtaining SSDI for a claimant and recovering 

an overpayment of long-term disability benefits paid by a third party comprising: 

determining if the claimant qualifies for SSDI from the SSA; 

filing a claim for the claimant with the SSA to qualify for SSDI; 

determining if the claimant qualifies for a recovery of an overpayment of long-term 

disability benefits paid to the claimant by a third party; 

obtaining authorization from the claimant to recover by a service provider the 

overpayment of long-term disability benefits paid to the claimant by the third party; 

obtaining access to a deposit account approved by the SSA for direct payment of 

a SSDI benefit held by the claimant; 

establishing direct transfer of SSDI from the SSA to the deposit account; 
calculating an amount of overpayment of long-term disability benefits in the 
deposit account paid to the claimant by a third party based upon a disability benefit 
previously provided by the third party; 

determining a date of the direct transfer of SSDI from the SSA to the deposit 
account; 

accessing the deposit account held by the claimant; 

electronically recovering from the deposit account held by the claimant the calculated 
overpayment amount by use of a computer bv the service provider : and 
returning the calculated overpayment amount to the third party. 
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13. (original) The method of claim 12 further comprising deducting applicable fees 
from the calculated overpayment amount to the third party. 

14. (canceled) 

15. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 2 further comprising providing 
ancillary financial services to the claimant before obtaining direct transfer of SSDI from 
the SSA to the deposit account comprising the advancement of funds to the claimant for 
use by the claimant until the claimant obtains direct payment of SSDI. 

16. (canceled) 

17. (currently amended) A method of obtaining Social Security disability 
insurance benefits (SSDI) from the Social Security Administration (SSA) for a disabled 
individual, and recovering overpaid benefits made by a third party after obtaining SSDI 
from the SSA comprising: 

determining if the disabled individual qualifies to receive SSDI; 

obtaining preauthorization from the disabled individual to electronically recover funds 

from a deposit account by a service provider : 

filing a claim with the SSA for SSDI on behalf of the disabled individual; 
establishing direct deposit of SSDI by SSA into the deposit account; 
obtaining an award of SSDI for the disabled individual as a result of the filing of the 
claim with the SSA; and 

electronically recovering from the deposit account by use of a computer bv the service 
provider a predetermined amount of long-term disability benefits previously provided to 
the disabled person by a third party, after the award of SSDI by SSA and the disabled 
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individual's receipt of SSDI payments. 

1 8. (original) The method of claim 1 7 comprising a step of obtaining from the 
disabled individual preauthorization for electronic recovery of a predetermined amount 
of long-term disability, benefits from a deposit account prior to obtaining an award of 
SSDI. 

1 9. (original) The method of claim 1 7 further comprising the step of obtaining a date 
of deposit of a SSDI benefit to the deposit account by the SSA after filing a claim with 
the SSA for SSDI. 

20. (cancelled) 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1, 5, 8, 11-13, 15, and 17-19 are allowed. 

4. None of the prior art of record, taken individually or in any combination, teach or 
suggest " obtaining from an individual authorization for direct recoverv of overpaid 
benefits from a deposit account bv a service provider and recoverina from the deposit 
account bv use of a computer bv the service provider a predetermined amount of 
overpaid benefits previously provided to the individual " as recited in independent claims 
1, 8, 11, 12, and 17. 

Applicant's remarks in the 1/15/2005 response are persuasive with respect to the 
applied prior art of record, namely Social Security Disability Consultants (SSDC) (29 
October 1993) , "Allsup Inc.'s Overpayment Recovery Service"(hereinafter Allsup) and 
Richman et al., Pat. No. 6,635,582 (hereinafter Richman) references. In particular, 
Applicant argued on page 1 1 that the combination of references do not disclose all the 
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limitations of the independent claims in particular in a system or method for obtaining 
overpayment of long term benefits, obtaining from an individual authorization for direct 
recovery of overpaid benefits from a deposit account by a service provider and 
recovering from the deposit account by use of a computer by the service provider a 
predetermined amount of overpaid benefits previously provided to the individual. The 
Examiner finds Applicant's arguments persuasive and v\/ithdraws the rejection of claims 
1,5, 8, 11-13, 15, and 1 7-1 9 based on 35 USC 1 03. 

The prior art most closely resembling Applicant's claimed invention are as 
follows: 

SSDC, Allsup and Richman. 

SSDC discloses a service which enables claimants to pay for various services 
provided. In SSDC, a claimant may obtain assistance in filing a claim for Social Security 
Disability Insurance (SSDI). SSDC processes and coordinates any claims presented on 
behalf of the claimant for SSDI awards. In addition, the service can coordinate 
overpayment recovery stemming from any SSDI awards to the claimant. However, 
SSDC does not explicitly disclose obtaining overpayment of long term benefits, 
obtaining from an individual authorization for direct recovery of overpaid benefits from a 
deposit account by a service provider and recovering from the deposit account by use of 
a computer by the service provider a predetermined amount of overpaid benefits 
previously provided to the individual. 

Allsup discloses a service for processing claims on behalf of claimants for SSDI. 
In addition, Allsup discloses monitoring a claimant's account with SSDI and informing 
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the claimant of any overpayment recovery amounts stemming from the award of SSDI 
benefits. However, Allsup does not explicitly disclose obtaining overpayment of long 
term benefits, obtaining from an individual authorization for direct recovery of overpaid 
benefits from a deposit account by a service provider and recovering from the deposit 
account by use of a computer by the service provider a predetermined amount of 
overpaid benefits previously provided to the individual. 

Richman discloses a service for the use of disbursements from an individual's 
retirement benefits. It is noted that the Richman reference is not related to SSDI or 
overpayment recovery resulting from the grant of SSDI benefits. Furthermore, Richman 
does not explicitly disclose obtaining overpayment of long term benefits, obtaining from 
an individual authorization for direct recovery of overpaid benefits from a deposit 
account by a service provider and recovering from the deposit account by use of a 
computer by the service provider a predetermined amount of overpaid benefits 
previously provided to the individual. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance". 
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Conclusion 



5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. GB 2370892 A discloses an Internet Data Management system that can 
be used by customers of an insurance company for various services including 
processing refunds. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alexander Kalinowski, whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-6771 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 10:00 AM 
to 6:30 PM. If any attempt to reached the examiner by telephone is unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Alexander Kalinowski, can be reached on (571 ) 272-6771 . The 
fax telephone number for this group is (571 ) 273-8300 (for official communications 
including After Final communications labeled "Box AF"). 




ALEXANDER KALINOWSKI 
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